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statesmanship which went a long way in winning over the
native inhabitants of the land.

As life became more settled, social forms became more
rigid. The occupational division of earlier times slowly
ossified into caste. There was for long a struggle for primacy
between the Brahman or the priestly class and the Kshat-
triya or the warrior class. In course of time, the Brahman
won and established his domination over the whole of
society. The simple*" naturalistic religion of the Vedas
gradually gave place to Brahmanism with its emphasis
on a priestly class and elaborate rituals of worship. Earlier
Aryan polity was largely elective and the society democratic*
In course of time, they gave place to states that were
monarchic and societies that were hierarchical both in
spirit and form.

With the age of the Buddha and Mahavira we come
into historical times. Round about the sixth century
B,a, there appears to have been a great intellectual and
spiritual ferment throughout the whole of the then known
world. Confucius in China and Zoroaster in Iran were near
contemporaries of the Buddha. This was also the period
which saw an outburst of spiritual fervour among the
Jews of Palestine. Whatever be the reasons for this spiritual
efflorescence it led to religious movements which have
had far-reaching influence on the history of man. We
are not concerned in this brief study with the influence
of Confucius or Zoroaster. It is enough to point out that
the impact of the Buddha has been one of the most signi-
ficant in the history of man. His was perhaps the first
attempt to solve the mystery of existence in rational terms
and without recourse to mysticism. He emphasised good
conduct and taught the eight-fold way by which man can
live at peace with his fellow. He broke away from ritualism
and the rigours of caste which had become characteristic
of Indian society. His influence did not remain confined
to India but in course of time spread throughout the world*